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was nothing to do but for the pair to make an expe-
ditious retreat downstream to safety.

The Richmond's gunners, working in furious haste,
intent on delivering the heaviest possible fire, did
not know that their ship had turned around. There-
fore they were firing toward the bank opposite that
from the batteries. Mistaking the flashes of the
Mississippi's guns for the flashes of the enemy's,
they fired at her. On our part we did not know in
the obscurity of the smoke and darkness that our
ships had been disabled. The Richmond's casual-
ties included her executive officer, Lieutenant A.
Boyd Cummings, who was mortally wounded.

As the Monongahela came along she found her-
self in the range of musketry from the low bank on
the port side, which was silenced by her gun-boat,
the Kineo. But the Kineo received a shot which
jammed her rudder-post and rendered the rudder
useless. As a result the Monongahela had to do all
the steering. She ran aground, and the Kineo, car-
ried on by her momentum as the Monongahela sud-
denly stopped, tore away all of her fasts by which she
was bound to the Monongahela except one. Then
the Kineo got a hawser to the Monongahela, and,
laboring desperately, under fire, succeeded after
twenty-five minutes' effort in getting the Monon-
gahela free of the bottom.

Meanwhile, Captain McKinistry, of the Monon~>
gahela, had had the bridge shot away from under